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Innocently Homeless 
Through no circumstance of their own, this brother and sister were homeless.  They 

embraced each other in a show of support. Their mother was close by, being watchful, but 
stayed out of the picture.  Consequences in her life brought them to the Mission, yet she was 
determined that their condition would only be temporary.  Already, she had succeeded in 
bringing them into the safety and provision of our Samaritan Inn.  They were motivated to 
have a home, along with the work and responsibility to maintain it.  That e�ort would be 
more than worth the outcome of having the comforts of home.

E�ort more than worth the comforts of home 
Yet, not every homeless person feels that way.  For some, there is an addiction to 

homelessness, however that happened.  There is a lack of motivation, even reasons to not 
cast blame on them.  They cannot maintain a home on their own.  At times, it’s the advance 
of age and increase of medical problems that cause them to enter the Mission to get the help 
they needed all along.
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Rental Housing Dilemma
The dilemma is between choosing the uncertainty of renting 

a room in a house or paying the higher cost of an apartment.  
Shelia was renting a room in a house for $500 per month, that 
was not owner occupied.  When the owner decided to sell their 
investment property, the renters in all three bedrooms had to 
move out.  Most home buyers occupy their houses, and they 
do not want to deal with evicting renters.  It’s up to the seller to 
prepare their real estate for sale.

Housing designed to be a permanent rental
Shelia could a�ord the room rent on her part-time, minimum 

wage job.  However, �nding suitable housing on rather short notice 
proved impossible.  She was not caught completely o� guard.  She 
had already applied for subsidized housing, but was still on the 
waiting list.  Even though she remained partially employed, she 
would be homeless until receiving the housing voucher.  Then, 
she will be able to move into a housing unit that was designed to 
be a permanent rental.  That stability and a�ordability removes 
the rental housing dilemma.  

In the meantime, Shelia needed emergency shelter.  She 
went to our Samaritan Inn, a place where there is no housing 
predicament.  There are available beds, no costs, and no evictions 
for those diligently working on independence.  Her basic need of 
room and board was satis�ed.  Transportation became her next 
challenge.  Her job is in a smaller city outside of Roseburg.  It was 
not a problem, when her rented room in that house was in the 

same city.  Shelia has a learning 
disability that has made �nding 
employment di�cult and kept 
her from ever driving a vehicle.  
She got the job by just walking 
into a business with a resume 
in hand.  She uses a bus, with 
limited access between cities, 
to get to and from work.  It’s 
another dilemma between 
choosing the very long 
commute for work or enduring 
the search for another job that 
meets her needs.  Again, the 
housing voucher will remove 
this dilemma, when she is able 
to live and work in the same 
town.

Choosing long commute
for work or enduring

search for another job

During the wait for 
permanent housing, Sheila has 
the support of Samaritan Inn, 
that includes encouragement 
and the strengthening of 
her faith.  As a Christian, 
she appreciates our chapel 
messages.  As an engaged 
woman, she said, “I like love 
stories out of the Bible with 
the theme of faith.  In the Book 
of Esther story, I can relate to 
what she’s been through.  It 
encourages and builds my faith 
in God.”  Her �ancé is physically 
disabled and has applied for 
SSI.  They will be a household 
with two limited incomes, but it 
will be enough to have reliable 
housing.



Rescue
“I rescued

the poor who
cried for help”

Job 29:12

vehicle donations
are accepted here.

Receipt for tax
deductions provided.

Mission Bike Shop
used bike & part

donations accepted &
for sale in Mission

Furniture.  Some new
bike trailers, parts, 

& accessories in stock.

Mission Stores
Shop our stores to

help homeless men,
women & children.
Stores generated
25% of Mission 

income last year.

estate planning
leave a legacy of

hope at Roseburg
Rescue Mission.
The impact on
people’s lives

can be eternal.

Turning Around
“It was a fall from grace, and you never know when you’re 

going to hit bottom,” Brian recalled.  There was a time when his 
life was on a successful track.  He was married, had two children, 
a college degree, and a corporate career.  But ever increasing 
pressure caused stress and di�culty focusing.  To keep his whole 
lifestyle intact, Brian wrongly turned to illegal drugs.  It was only 
the beginning of the end.   He lost his job.  With his focus o� 
of career, he soon discovered something was wrong at home.  
Their life savings was gone with no explanation from his wife.  
They divorced, leaving Brian an unemployed, single father with 
an addiction problem.  He had a nervous breakdown.  Now a few 
years later, his kids are grown and gone.  His addiction continued, 
while his medical condition worsened.  Eventually, he lived in his 
car.  He was arrested for reckless driving, and his broken-down 
car impounded.  He was released with a dead cellphone, no 
money, confused, and no place to go.  He had hit bottom.

“Before, it was just me against the world.” 
At the Mission, Brian was not alone anymore, and he began 

turning around.  He plugged in his phone, called family, and 
reported that he was safe.  He had food, clothing, shelter, and 
most important hope.  Brian said, “The Mission put a roof over 
my head, allowed me to save money to �x my car, provided an 
anchor.  I have friends here, more self-respect.  Everyone is very 
welcoming.  There is a support structure.  Before, it was just me 
against the world.”  Now, he found a part-time job and rents a 
private room in our Transitional Housing Program.  Brian stated, 
“Mission Chapel provides a strong foundation for morals, mental 
health, and addiction.  There is forgiveness.  I am grateful this is 
where I ended up.”






